
Chart Showing States That Have Enacted Statutes Similar to 28 U.S.C. § 1746

28 U.S.C. § 1746. Unsworn declarations under penalty of perjury

Wherever, under any law of the United States or under any rule, regulation, order, or requirement
made pursuant to law, any matter is required or permitted to be supported, evidenced, established,
or proved by the sworn declaration, verification, certificate, statement, oath, or affidavit, in writing
of the person making the same (other than a deposition, or an oath of office, or an oath required to
be taken before a specified official other than a notary public), such matter may, with like force and
effect, be supported, evidenced, established, or proved by the unsworn declaration, certificate,
verification, or statement, in writing of such person which is subscribed by him, as true under
penalty of perjury, and dated, in substantially the following form:

(1) If executed without the United States: "I declare (or certify, verify, or state) under penalty of
perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on (date).

(Signature)".

(2) If executed within the United States, its territories, possessions, or commonwealths: "I declare
(or certify, verify, or state) under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on (date).

(Signature)".

STATE STATUTE
Alaska: AK ST § 09.63.020

Sec. 09.63.020 Certification of documents.

(a) A matter required or authorized to be supported, evidenced, established, or proven by the sworn
statement, declaration, verification, certificate, oath, or affidavit, in writing of the person making it
(other than a deposition, an acknowledgment, an oath of office, or an oath required to be taken before
a specified official other than a notary public) may be supported, evidenced, established, or proven
by the person certifying in writing "under penalty of perjury" that the matter is true. The
certification shall state the date and place of execution, the fact that a notary public or other official
empowered to administer oaths is unavailable, and the following:

"I certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true."

(b) A person who makes a false sworn certification which the person does not believe to be true
under penalty of perjury is guilty of perjury.
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Arizona: 16 A.R.S. Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 80(i)

Rule 80(i). Unsworn Declarations Under Penalty of Perjury
Wherever, under any of these rules, or under any rule, regulation, order, or requirement made
pursuant to these rules, any matter is required or permitted to be supported, evidenced, established,
or proved by the sworn written declaration, verification, certificate, statement, oath, or affidavit of
the person making the same (other than a deposition, or an oath of office, or an oath required to be
taken before a specified official other than a notary public), such matter may, with like force and
effect, be supported, evidenced, established, or proved by the unsworn written declaration,
certificate, verification, or statement, subscribed by such person as true under penalty of perjury, and
dated, in substantially the following form:

"I declare (or certify, verify or state) under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on (date).

(Signature)."

California: Cal. Code Civ. Pro. § 2015.5

§ 2015.5. Certification or declaration under penalty of perjury

Whenever, under any law of this state or under any rule, regulation, order or requirement made
pursuant to the law of this state, any matter is required or permitted to be supported, evidenced,
established, or proved by the sworn statement, declaration, verification, certificate, oath, or affidavit,
in writing of the person making the same (other than a deposition, or an oath of office, or an oath
required to be taken before a specified official other than a notary public), such matter may with like
force and effect be supported, evidenced, established or proved by the unsworn statement,
declaration, verification, or certificate, in writing of such person which recites that it is certified or
declared by him or her to be true under penalty of perjury, is subscribed by him or her, and (1), if
executed within this state, states the date and place of execution, or (2), if executed at any place,
within or without this state, states the date of execution and that it is so certified or declared under
the laws of the State of California. The certification or declaration may be in substantially the
following form:

(a) If executed within this state:

"I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct":

___________________________________ ___________________________________
(Date and Place) (Signature)

(b) If executed at any place, within or without this state:

"I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing is true and correct":

_________________________________ _________________________________
(Date) (Signature)
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Florida: Fla. Stat. § 92.525

92.525. Verification of documents; perjury by false written declaration, penalty

(1) When it is authorized or required by law, by rule of an administrative agency, or by rule or order
of court that a document be verified by a person, the verification may be accomplished in the
following manner:

(a) Under oath or affirmation taken or administered before an officer authorized under s. 92.50 to
administer oaths; or

(b) By the signing of the written declaration prescribed in subsection (2).

(2) A written declaration means the following statement: "Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I
have read the foregoing [document] and that the facts stated in it are true," followed by the signature
of the person making the declaration, except when a verification on information or belief is permitted
by law, in which case the words "to the best of my knowledge and belief" may be added. The written
declaration shall be printed or typed at the end of or immediately below the document being verified
and above the signature of the person making the declaration.

(3) A person who knowingly makes a false declaration under subsection (2) is guilty of the crime of
perjury by false written declaration, a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

(4) As used in this section:

(a) The term "administrative agency" means any department or agency of the state or any county,
municipality, special district, or other political subdivision.

(b) The term "document" means any writing including, without limitation, any form, application,
claim, notice, tax return, inventory, affidavit, pleading, or paper.

(c) The requirement that a document be verified means that the document must be signed or executed
by a person and that the person must state under oath or affirm that the facts or matters stated or
recited in the document are true, or words of that import or effect.
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Hawaii: RCCH Rule 7

Rule 7. Form of motions.

* * * * *

(g) Declaration in lieu of affidavit. In lieu of an affidavit, an unsworn declaration may be made by a
person, in writing, subscribed as true under penalty of law, and dated, in substantially the following
form:
I, _____________________ , do declare under penalty of law that the fore-
(name of person)

going is true and correct.
Dated:

______________________________
(Signature)

Illinois: 735 ILCS 5/1-109

5/1-109. Verification by certification

§ 1-109. Verification by certification. Unless otherwise expressly provided by rule of the Supreme
Court, whenever in this Code any complaint, petition, answer, reply, bill of particulars, answer to
interrogatories, affidavit, return or proof of service, or other document or pleading filed in any court
of this State is required or permitted to be verified, or made, sworn to or verified under oath, such
requirement or permission is hereby defined to include a certification of such pleading, affidavit or
other document under penalty of perjury as provided in this Section.

Whenever any such pleading, affidavit or other document is so certified, the several matters stated
shall be stated positively or upon information and belief only, according to the fact. The person or
persons having knowledge of the matters stated in a pleading, affidavit or other document certified in
accordance with this Section shall subscribe to a certification in substantially the following form:
Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Section 1-109 of the Code of Civil Procedure, the
undersigned certifies that the statements set forth in this instrument are true and correct, except as to
matters therein stated to be on information and belief and as to such matters the undersigned certifies
as aforesaid that he verily believes the same to be true.

Any pleading, affidavit or other document certified in accordance with this Section may be used in
the same manner and with the same force and effect as though subscribed and sworn to under oath.

Any person who makes a false statement, material to the issue or point in question, which he does not
believe to be true, in any pleading, affidavit or other document certified by such person in
accordance with this Section shall be guilty of a Class 3 felony.
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Title 34 Appendix Court Rules (Civil)
Indiana Rules Of Trial Procedure

Rule 11. Signing and verification of pleadings

* * * * *

(B) Verification by affirmation or representation. When in connection with any civil or special
statutory proceeding it is required that any pleading, motion, petition, supporting affidavit, or other
document of any kind, be verified, or that an oath be taken, it shall be sufficient if the subscriber
simply affirms the truth of the matter to be verified by an affirmation or representation in
substantially the following language:

"I (we) affirm, under the penalties for perjury, that the foregoing representation(s) is (are) true.

(Signed) ____________"

Any person who falsifies an affirmation or representation of fact shall be subject to the same
penalties as are prescribed by law for the making of a false affidavit.

Iowa: I.C.A. § 622.1

622.1. Certification under penalty of perjury

1. When the laws of this state or any lawful requirement made under them requires or permits a
matter to be supported by a sworn statement written by the person attesting the matter, the person
may attest the matter by an unsworn written statement if that statement recites that the person
certifies the matter to be true under penalty of perjury under the laws of this state, states the date of
the statement's execution and is subscribed by that person. This section does not apply to
acknowledgments where execution is required by law, to a document which is to be recorded under
chapter 558 or to a self-proved will under section 633.279, subsection 2.

2. The certification described in subsection 1 may be in substantially the following form:

I certify under penalty of perjury and pursuant to the laws of the state of Iowa that the preceding is
true and correct.

___________________________________ ___________________________________
Date Signature
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Kansas: K.S.A. § 53-601

53-601. Unsworn declarations; written declaration sufficient, form; exceptions; relationship to
notarial acts.

(a) Except as provided by subsection (b), whenever a law of this state or any rules and regulations,
order or requirement adopted or issued thereunder requires or permits a matter to be supported,
evidenced, established or proved by the sworn written declaration, verification, certificate, statement,
oath or affidavit of a person, such matter may be supported, evidenced, established or proved with
the same force and effect by the unsworn written declaration, verification, certificate or statement
dated and subscribed by the person as true, under penalty of perjury, in substantially the following
form:

(1) If executed outside this state: "I declare (or verify, certify or state) under penalty of perjury under
the laws of the state of Kansas that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on (date).

__________ (Signature)"

(2) If executed in this state: "I declare (or verify, certify or state) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct. Executed on (date).

__________ (Signature)"

(b) The provisions of subsection (a) do not apply to the following oaths:

(1) An oath of office.

(2) An oath required to be taken before a specified official other than a notary public.

(3) An oath of a testator or witnesses as required for wills, codicils, revocations of wills and codicils
and republications of wills and codicils.

(c) A notarial act performed prior to the effective date of this act is not affected by this act. Nothing
in this act diminishes or invalidates the recognition accorded to notarial acts by other laws of this
state or rules and regulations adopted thereunder.

(d) On or after July 1, 1989, whenever an officer or partner listed in subsection (b) of K.S.A. 17-
2718, subsection (c) of K.S.A. 17-7503, subsection (c) of K.S.A. 17-7504, subsection (c) of K.S.A.
17-7505, subsection (d) of K.S.A. 56-1a606 or subsection (d) of K.S.A. 56-1a607 and amendments
thereto is required to execute a report before a notary or swear an oath before an officer authorized to
administer oaths, in lieu thereof, such person may execute an unsworn declaration if such declaration
is in substantial conformity with subsections (a), (b) and (c) of this section.

(e) On or after July 1, 1990, subsections (a), (b) and (c) of this section shall have general application.
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Maryland Rules

RULE 1-202. DEFINITIONS

In these rules the following definitions apply except as expressly otherwise provided or as necessary
implication requires:

* * * * *

(b) Affidavit. "Affidavit" means a written statement the contents of which are affirmed under the
penalties of perjury to be true. Unless the applicable rule expressly requires the affidavit to be made
on personal knowledge, the statement may be made to the best of the affiant's knowledge,
information, and belief.
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Massachusetts:M.G.L.A. 268 § 1A

1A. Statements containing declaration relative to penalties of perjury; verification; false statements

No written statement required by law shall be required to be verified by oath or affirmation before a
magistrate if it contains or is verified by a written declaration that it is made under the penalties of
perjury. Whoever signs and issues such a written statement containing or verified by such a written
declaration shall be guilty of perjury and subject to the penalties thereof if such statement is wilfully
false in a material matter.

West's Massachusetts Rules Of Court
Rules Of The Supreme Judicial Court
Chapter Two. Rules For The Regulation Of Practice Before The Single Justice Of The Supreme
Judicial Court

RULE 2:06 ELIMINATING REQUIREMENT FOR VERIFICATION BY OATH OR AFFIRMATION

(Applicable to criminal cases.)

No written statement in any proceeding in this court required to be verified by affidavit shall be
required to be verified by oath or affirmation if it contains or is verified by a written declaration that
it is made under the penalties of perjury.

West's Massachusetts Rules Of Court
Rules Of The Superior Court
General Provisions

RULE 15. ELIMINATING REQUIREMENT FOR VERIFICATION BY AFFIDAVIT

(Applicable to all cases)

No written statement in any proceeding in this court required to be verified by affidavit shall be
required to be verified by oath or affirmation if it contains or is verified by a written declaration that
it is made under the penalties of perjury.
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Minnesota: M.S.A. § 524.1-310

524.1-310. Verification of filed documents

Every document filed with the court under this chapter or chapter 525 shall be verified except where
the requirement of verification is waived by rule and except in the case of a pleading signed by an
attorney in accordance with the rules of civil procedure. Whenever a document is required to be
verified:

(1) such verification may be made by the unsworn written declaration of the party or parties signing
the document that the representations made therein are known or believed to be true and that they are
made under penalties for perjury, or

(2) such verification may be made by the affidavit of the party or parties signing the document that
the representations made therein are true or believed to be true.

A party who makes a false material statement not believing it to be true in a document the party
verifies in accordance with the preceding sentence and files with the court under this chapter or
chapter 525 shall be subject to the penalties for perjury.

Missouri: V.A.M.S. 509.030

509.030. Pleading attributed, by whom

Every pleading of a party represented by an attorney shall be attributed to at least one attorney of
record in his individual name, whose address shall be stated. A party who is not represented by an
attorney shall affix his name to his pleading and state his address. Except when otherwise
specifically provided by rule or statute, pleadings need not be verified or accompanied by affidavit.
Pleadings shall be attributed to a party or attorney or signed in the manner provided by supreme
court rule. Any statutory requirement that pleadings be signed by any person shall be satisfied by
compliance with such rules. Any statutory requirement that pleadings be acknowledged under oath,
verified or notarized may be satisfied by a declaration that the pleading is made under penalty of
perjury.
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Nevada: NRS § 53.045

53.045. Use of unsworn declaration in lieu of affidavit or other sworn declaration

Any matter whose existence or truth may be established by an affidavit or other sworn declaration
may be established with the same effect by an unsworn declaration of its existence or truth signed by
the declarant under penalty of perjury, and dated, in substantially the following form:

1. If executed in this state: "I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct."

Executed on.............

(date) (signature)

2. If executed outside this state: "I declare under penalty of perjury under the law of the State of
Nevada that the foregoing is true and correct."

Executed on.............

(date) (signature)

New Jersey: NJ R GEN APPLICATION R. 1:4-4

1:4-4. Affidavits

(a) Form. Every affidavit shall run in the first person and be divided into numbered paragraphs as
in pleadings. The caption shall include a designation of the particular proceeding the affidavit
supports or opposes and the original date, if any, fixed for hearing. Ex parte affidavits may be taken
outside the State by a person authorized to take depositions under R. 4:12-2 and R. 4:12-3.

(b) Certification in Lieu of Oath. In lieu of the affidavit, oath or verification required by these
rules, the affiant may submit the following certification which shall be dated and immediately
precede the affiant's signature: "I certify that the foregoing statements made by me are true. I am
aware that if any of the foregoing statements made by me are wilfully false, I am subject to
punishment."

(c) Facsimile Signature. If the affiant is not available to sign an affidavit or certification, it may
be filed with a facsimile of the original signature provided the attorney offering the document
certifies that the affiant acknowledged the genuineness of the signature and that the document or a
copy with an original signature affixed will be filed if requested by the court or a party.
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New York Civil Practice Law And Rules
Chapter Eight Of The Consolidated Laws
Article 21—Papers

Rule 2106. Affirmation of truth of statement by attorney, physician, osteopath or
dentist

The statement of an attorney admitted to practice in the courts of the state, or of a physician,
osteopath or dentist, authorized by law to practice in the state, who is not a party to an action, when
subscribed and affirmed by him to be true under the penalties of perjury, may be served or filed in
the action in lieu of and with the same force and effect as an affidavit.
Oklahoma: 12 Okl.St.Ann. § 426

426. Statement under penalty of perjury

Whenever, under any law of Oklahoma or under any rule, order, or requirement made pursuant to the
law of Oklahoma, any matter is required or permitted to be supported, evidenced, established, or
proved by the sworn statement, declaration, verification, certificate, oath, or affidavit, in writing of
the person making the same (other than a deposition, or any oath of office, or an oath required to be
taken before a specified official other than a notary public), the matter may with like force and effect
be supported, evidenced, established, or proved by the unsworn statement in writing of the person
made and signed under penalty of perjury setting forth the date and place of execution and that it is
made under the laws of Oklahoma. The statement under penalty of perjury may be substantially in
the following form:

"I state under penalty of perjury under the laws of Oklahoma that the foregoing is true and correct.

___________________________________ ___________________________________
(Date and Place) (Signature)"

The signed statement under penalty of perjury shall constitute a legally binding assertion that the
contents of the statement to which it refers are true. This section shall not affect any requirement for
acknowledgment of an instrument affecting real property.
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Pennsylvania: Pa. R.C.P. § 76

Rule 76. Definitions

The following words and phrases when used in any rule promulgated by the Supreme Court under the
authority of Article V, Section 10(c) of the Constitution of 1968, or of any Act of Assembly, shall
have the following meanings, respectively, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise or the
particular word or phrase is expressly defined in the chapter in which the particular rule is included:

* * * * *

"affidavit," a statement in writing of a fact or facts, signed by the person making it, that either (1) is
sworn to or affirmed before an officer authorized by law to administer oaths, or before a particular
officer or individual designated by law as one before whom it may be taken, and officially certified
to in the case of an officer under seal of office, or (2) is unsworn and contains a statement that it is
made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to authorities;

* * * * *

“verified,” when used in reference to a written statement of fact by the signer, means supported by
oath or affirmation or made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904 relating to unsworn
falsification to authorities;
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Texas: Tex. Civ. Prac. & Rem. Code § 132.002

Chapter 132. Unsworn Declarations

§ 132.001. Use by Inmates in Lieu of Sworn Declaration

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), an unsworn declaration made as provided by this chapter
by an inmate in the Texas Department of Corrections or in a county jail may be used in lieu of a
written sworn declaration, verification, certification, oath, or affidavit required by statute or
required by a rule, order, or requirement adopted as provided by law.

(b) This chapter does not apply to an oath of office or an oath required to be taken before a
specified official other than a notary public.

§ 132.002. Requirements of Declaration

An unsworn declaration made under this chapter must be:

(1) in writing; and

(2) subscribed by the person making the declaration as true under penalty of perjury.

§ 132.003. Form of Declaration

The form of a declaration under this chapter must be substantially as follows:

"I, (insert name and inmate identifying number from Texas Department of Corrections or county
jail), being presently incarcerated in (insert Texas Department of Corrections unit name or county
jail name) in ______________ County, Texas, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is
true and correct. Executed on (date). (signature)"
Virginia: Va. Code Ann. § 8.01-4.3

8.01-4.3. Unsworn declarations under penalty of perjury; penalty

If a matter in any judicial proceeding or administrative hearing is required or permitted to be
established by a sworn written declaration, verification, certificate, statement, oath, or affidavit, such
matter may, with like force and effect, be evidenced, by the unsworn written declaration, certificate,
verification, or statement, which is subscribed by the maker as true under penalty of perjury, and
dated, in substantially the following form:

"I declare (or certify, verify or state) under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct."

This section shall not apply to a deposition, an oath of office, or an oath required to be taken before a
specified official other than a notary public.
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Washington: West's RCWA 9A.72.085

9A.72.085. Unsworn statements, certification

Whenever, under any law of this state or under any rule, order, or requirement made under the law of
this state, any matter in an official proceeding is required or permitted to be supported, evidenced,
established, or proved by a person's sworn written statement, declaration, verification, certificate,
oath, or affidavit, the matter may with like force and effect be supported, evidenced, established, or
proved in the official proceeding by an unsworn written statement, declaration, verification, or
certificate, which:

(1) Recites that it is certified or declared by the person to be true under penalty of perjury;

(2) Is subscribed by the person;

(3) States the date and place of its execution; and

(4) States that it is so certified or declared under the laws of the state of Washington.

The certification or declaration may be in substantially the following form:

"I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the
foregoing is true and correct":

.............................. ..............................

(Date and Place) (Signature)

This section does not apply to writings requiring an acknowledgement, depositions, oaths of office,
or oaths required to be taken before a special official other than a notary public.
West Virginia: W. Va. Code § 39-1-10(a)

§ 39-1-10a. Verification by written statement under certain conditions

Any certificate, return, form, statement, or other document which is required by the State of West
Virginia, or any office, department or agency thereof, and which does not require an
acknowledgment under this article or other laws of recordation of the State of West Virginia, may be
verified by written declaration that it is made under the penalties of perjury and such declaration
shall be in lieu of any oath otherwise required.

Any person making any false statement in any certificate, return, statement, or other document
verified by such written declaration shall be subject to the same penalties as would be applicable had
the same been verified by oath duly taken and acknowledged.
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